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FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION — SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [10.33 am]: Earlier this week was the seventieth anniversary of 
the fourth Geneva Convention, which concluded on 12 August 1949. It was the final convention in a series of 
conventions held in Geneva between 1864 and 1949 that sought to govern the treatment of combatants and civilians 
in times of war. The four conventions and their additional protocols are international treaties that contain the most 
important rules limiting the barbarity of war. They provide the foundation of modern international humanitarian 
law, and remain as fundamental and relevant to armed conflict today as when they were opened for signature 
70 years ago. 
We are well aware that the conventions, when respected, save countless lives. They protect people who do not take 
part in the fighting such as civilians, medics and aid workers, as well as those who can no longer fight because 
they are wounded, sick, shipwrecked or prisoners of war. They also protect civilian places, such as schools and 
hospitals, and objects that are important to people’s cultural heritage. 
It is worth recording that the head of the Australian delegation to the diplomatic conference in Geneva was 
William Hodgson. A graduate of the Royal Military College’s class of 1914, Hodgson was grievously wounded at 
Gallipoli. He found a second career as a diplomat, despite a reputation for being direct and blunt. 
The Geneva Convention, together with The Hague convention, has shaped the basic principles that underpin the 
Australian Defence Force’s law of armed conflict, being military necessity, avoidance of unnecessary suffering 
and proportionality. They ensure that the conduct of Australian service personnel reflects the deepest held values 
and convictions of the nation. I also wish to acknowledge the International Committee of the Red Cross and its 
partner organisations, which assist victims of armed conflict, and wish to pay my respects to all who work and 
volunteer at these organisations, including a number of Western Australians, who often put themselves in peril to 
help those in need. 
As Premier of this state, I hope that Australia will remain a leader in promoting respect for the Geneva Convention 
which, when observed, goes some way towards protecting the dignity, safety and wellbeing of those who are made 
most vulnerable in times of war. 
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